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SECOND SEMESTER MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK (MSW-REGULAR) 
EXAMINATION, JUNE 2026
(2025 Admissions)

SW 525: SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH METHODS 


Time 3 hours                                                                                                   Max: 75 Marks
	Nos.
	Part A: Answer ALL TEN  Questions in not exceeding 50 words. Each carries 2 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Blooms Level

	Q1
	What is meant by participatory research?
	CO1
	BT2

	Q2
	Describe the structure and methodological emphasis of the Concurrent Embedded Design.
	CO2
	BT2

	Q3
	What is meant by saturation in qualitative research?
	CO3
	BT2

	Q4
	Distinguish between data analysis and data interpretation.
	CO4
	BT2

	Q5
	Explain the scholarly purpose of publishing research articles in professional journals.
	CO5
	BT2

	Q6
	Explain the ethical concerns associated with incentives in research.
	CO5
	BT2

	Q7
	Explain the meaning of research in the context of social sciences.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q8
	State one key difference between Pearson’s and Spearman’s correlation.
	CO4
	BT2

	Q9
	What is the purpose of using appendices in a research report?
	CO5
	BT2

	Q10
	Distinguish between research objectives and research questions.
	CO1
	BT2

	
	Part B :Answer ALL questions, choosing between the options given within each pair of questions, in not exceeding 300 words. Each carries 5 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Blooms Level

	Q11
	a. Discuss the strengths and limitations of quantitative research in social work.
OR
b. Explain the significance of including a time schedule and budget in a research proposal.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q12
	a. A social worker intends to study the long-term cultural practices and daily survival strategies of street children in an urban setting. Which qualitative research design should be used and how should it be implemented?
OR
b. Explain the structure and significance of the Solomon Four-Group Design in social work research.
	CO2
	BT3




BT2

	Q13
	a. Discuss the different types of validity with suitable examples.
OR
b. Explain the procedure for conducting interviews using an interview schedule.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q14
	a. Compare mean, median, and mode with suitable examples.
OR
b. Distinguish between content analysis and discourse analysis.
	CO4
	BT2

	Q15
	a. A researcher recruits municipal sanitation workers through their supervisors. Analyse the potential ethical concerns and suggest safeguards.
OR
b. How would you structure a research report for a study on school social work interventions? Outline the sections.
	CO5
	BT3

	
	Part C: Answer ALL questions, choosing between the options given within each pair of questions, in not exceeding 800 words. Each carries 10 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Blooms Level

	Q16
	1. Critically explain the stages of data collection, analysis, interpretation, reporting, and dissemination in the research process.
OR
1. Explain the components of methodological planning in research, including selection of methods, sampling, and tool construction.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q17
	1. Critically examine the concept of probability sampling and discuss how its different types enhance the representativeness and generalizability of quantitative research in social work.
OR
1. Critically explain the four levels of measurement and their significance in social science research
	CO3
	BT2

	Q18
	a. Design a quantitative study to evaluate the effectiveness of a community-based housing program for homeless individuals and justify the research design chosen.
OR
b. Critically compare the major qualitative research methods in terms of purpose, data collection, and application areas in social work.
	CO2
	BT3



BT2
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