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FOURTH SEMESTER M.A. SOCIOLOGY (REGULAR) EXAMINATION, JUNE 2026
(2024 Admissions)


SO 541 : URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


Time 3 hours                                                                                                   Max: 75 Marks
	Nos.
	Part A: Answer ALL Questions (Multiple choice questions).  Each question carries 1 mark.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q1
	Recall the primary data source Homer Hoyt used to develop his Sector Theory.
A) Population census data from one city
B) Residential land rental values from 142 American cities
C) Ethnographic fieldwork from Chicago
D) Satellite imagery of urban areas
	CO1
	BT1

	Q2
	Find out the year in which Harris and Ullman's Multiple Nuclei Model was published.
	A) 1925
	.B) 1939
	C) 1945
	D) 1965



	CO2
	BT1

	Q3
	Name India's apex housing and urban development finance corporation established in 1970.
	A) NHB
	B) HUDCO
	C) NABARD
	D) SEBI



	CO3
	BT1

	Q4
	State the year in which the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act was enacted in India.
	A) 1985
	B) 1992
	C) 2000
	D) 2005



	CO2
	BT1

	Q5
	Identify the key reform conditions that JNNURM attached to central funding for mission cities.
A) States had to increase agricultural subsidies
B) Cities had to undertake urban governance reforms including property tax reform, e-governance, and cost-recovery user charges
C) States had to privatise all public sector enterprises
D) Cities had to increase military and security spending
	CO4
	BT2

	Nos.
	Answer any FIVE out of EIGHT questions in 50 words each.                   (2 marks).
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q6
	Define neo-liberal urban policy.
	CO1
	BT1

	Q7
	State Wirth's three key characteristics of the urban way of life.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q8
	Describe the concept of 'advanced producer services' in Sassen's global cities framework.
	CO2
	BT2

	Q9
	Name two social challenges that Urban Development Authorities must address in urban planning.
	CO3
	BT1

	Q10
	Explain the key limitations of voluntary agencies in addressing urban poverty comprehensively.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q11
	State any three salient features of the Nagarpalika Act.
	CO2
	BT1

	Q12
	Name two key limitations of the self-help group model in addressing urban poverty.
	CO4
	BT1

	Q13
	Explain the limitation of SIA as currently practiced in Indian urban development.
	CO4
	BT2

	Nos.
	Part C: Short Essay Questions:  Answer all questions in not less than 300 words each, choosing among options given within each question. 6 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q14
	a. Compare pre-colonial and colonial urban planning traditions in India.
OR
b. Compare the economic and social importance of urban planning.
	CO1
	BT4

	Q15
	a. Classify the different types of needs that necessitate urban planning in Indian cities.
OR
b. Examine the relationship between urban sociology and urban planning.
	CO1
	BT4

	Q16
	a. Evaluate the relevance of the Chicago School's ecological model for understanding contemporary Indian cities.
OR
b. Explain how Castells' political economy approach applies to understanding urban development in India.
	CO1


CO2
	BT5


BT5

	Q17
	a. Explain the micro-credit component of Kudumbasree and its role in poverty reduction.
OR
b. Analyse the functioning of Kudumbasree in urban areas and its contribution to urban community development.
	CO3


CO3
	BT5


BT4

	Q18
	a. Analyse the Smart City Mission as a model of urban development and governance in India.
OR
b. Analyse the key improvements of RFCTLARR 2013 over the colonial Land Acquisition Act 1894.
	CO4
	BT4

	Nos.
	Part D: Essay: Answer all questions in not less than 2500 words each, choosing among the options given within each question.  15 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q19
	a. Assess the challenges and opportunities presented by exo-urbanisation for urban planning and governance in India.
OR
b. Evaluate David Harvey's contribution to understanding the relationship between capitalism and urban development.
	CO2
	BT5

BT4

	Q20
	a. Evaluate the design and implementation of urban poverty alleviation programmes in India, assessing their contributions and limitations.
OR
b. Evaluate UBSP and SJSRY as instruments of urban poverty alleviation in India, highlighting their contributions and lasting legacy.
	CO4
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