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FOURTH SEMESTER M.A. SOCIOLOGY (REGULAR) EXAMINATION, JUNE 2026
(2024 Admissions)


SO 542 :  GENDER AND SOCIETY 


Time 3 hours                                                                                                   Max: 75 Marks
	Nos.
	Part A: Answer ALL Questions (Multiple choice questions).  Each question carries 1 mark.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q1
	Describe the role of prenatal hormones in shaping sexual orientation as argued in biological theories.
(A) Prenatal hormones have no effect
(B) They determine social roles only
(C) Exposure influences neural development and orientation
(D) They affect only gender identity
	CO1
	BT2

	Q2
	Recall who introduced the concept of 'double burden' to describe women's combined paid and unpaid work.
(A) Arlie Hochschild                           (B) Talcott Parsons
(C) Emile Durkheim                            (D) Max Weber
	CO1
	BT1

	Q3
	Name the landmark book written by Betty Friedan published in 1963 that ignited second-wave feminism in the United States.
(A) The Female Eunuch                      (B) The Feminine Mystique
(C) The Second Sex                            (D) A Room of One's Own
	CO2
	BT1

	Q4
	Recall the term used for the process by which women's bodies are treated as marketable objects in media and advertising.
(A) Representation                             (B) Commoditization
(C) Stereotyping                                 (D) Objectification
	CO4
	BT1

	Q5
	Find out the term used for the systematic exclusion of women from property rights and inheritance.
(A) Social exclusion                           (B) Economic marginalisation
(C) Gender wealth gap                       (D) Patrilineal dispossession
	CO4
	BT1

	Nos.
	Answer any FIVE out of EIGHT questions in 50 words each.                   (2 marks).
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q6
	Discuss Sylvia Walby's concept of private and public patriarchy and how they differ.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q7
	State three common gender stereotypes identified in sociological research on gender.
	CO1
	BT1

	Q8
	Define 'standpoint epistemology' and its importance in feminist research.
	CO2
	BT1

	Q9
	State the contribution of Michel Foucault's History of Sexuality to queer theory.
	CO2
	BT1

	Q10
	Contrast the experiences of women in formal and informal sectors of the public workforce.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q11
	Interpret the importance of the Mathura rape case (1972) as a turning point in feminist legal activism in India.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q12
	State the main features of 'hegemonic masculinity' as a concept in gender studies.
	CO3
	BT1

	Q13
	Name and state the significance of the concept 'care economy' in feminist economic sociology.
	CO4
	BT1

	Nos.
	Part C: Short Essay Questions:  Answer all questions in not less than 300 words each, choosing among options given within each question. 6 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q14
	a. Evaluate the role of media in constructing and reinforcing gender discrimination in contemporary society.
OR
b. Critically evaluate whether new forms of masculinity ('new man', 'metrosexual') represent genuine transformation of the gender order or merely surface-level change.
	CO1
	BT4

	Q15
	a. Evaluate the role of LGBTIQ+ social movements in transforming legal and social recognition of gender and sexual minorities in India.
OR
b. Compare the experiences of transsexual and non-binary individuals in navigating medical systems and legal gender recognition, examining the challenges each group faces.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q16
	a. Assess the contribution of the Indian women's movement to the development of Women's Studies as an academic discipline in India. 
OR
b. Evaluate R.W. Connell's concept of 'hegemonic masculinity' for understanding men's power in contemporary societies.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q17
	a. Categorize the ways in which religious texts across Hinduism, Christianity, and Islam both restrict and enable women's agency
OR
a. Assess the contribution of feminist economists in challenging mainstream economic theories of work and labour.
	CO4
	BT2

	Q18
	a. Compare the social position of hijra communities in pre-colonial and post-colonial India and examine the role of colonial law in their marginalisation.
OR
b.  Assess the impact of the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 on reducing rape and sexual violence against women in India.
	CO4
	BT2

	Nos.
	Part D: Essay: Answer all questions in not less than 2500 words each, choosing among the options given within each question.  15 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q19
	a. Analyse Shulamith Firestone's argument that biological reproduction is the material basis of women's oppression and evaluate the implications of this claim for feminist politics.
OR
b. Analyse the Marxist feminist critique of capitalism's relationship with gender inequality, drawing on Rosa Luxemburg's theoretical contributions.
	CO2
	BT4

	Q20
	a. Evaluate the competing feminist perspectives on prostitution and assess which approach best protects women's rights and dignity in the Indian context.
OR
b. Evaluate the impact of patriarchal family structures and legal frameworks on the persistence of son preference and adverse sex ratios in India.
	CO3
	BT2
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