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FOURTH SEMESTER M.A. SOCIOLOGY (REGULAR) EXAMINATION, JUNE 2026
(2024 Admissions)


SO 543 B : ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY 


Time 3 hours                                                                                                   Max: 75 Marks
	Nos.
	Part A: Answer ALL Questions (Multiple choice questions).  Each question carries 1 mark.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q1
	____________is an example of terrestrial ecosystem.
(A). Grassland        (B). Rivers        (C). Cropland        (D). Lake
	CO1
	BT1

	Q2
	State what Weber meant by the 'iron cage of rationality' and its relevance to environmental crises.
	(A). A physical cage used in early industrial factories

	(B). The trap of bureaucratic and capitalist rationality that locks societies in ecologically destructive systems that appear impossible to exit

	(C). A metaphor for environmental legislation that restricts development

	(D). Weber's term for the prison sentences given to polluters



	CO2
	BT1

	Q3
	Define air pollution by identifying its primary anthropogenic sources.
	(A). Volcanic eruptions and earthquakes

	(B). Fossil fuel combustion, industrial emissions, vehicle exhaust, and agricultural burning

	(C). Photosynthesis and evaporation from water bodies.

	(D). Migration of birds and animals across regions.



	CO3
	BT1

	Q4
	State the five objectives of Environmental Education as defined by the Tbilisi Declaration.
	(A). Awareness, knowledge, attitudes, skills, and participation.

	(B). Research, monitoring, legislation, enforcement, and evaluation.

	(C). Conservation, restoration, management, protection, and education.

	(D). Prevention, mitigation, adaptation, compensation, and recovery.



	 CO4
	BT1

	Q5
	Recall the significance of the IUCN Red List and identify its category indicating the highest extinction risk.
	(A). It catalogues commercially valuable species; Least Concern (LC) indicates highest risk.

	(B). It is the world's most comprehensive inventory of species conservation status; Critically Endangered (CR) indicates the highest extinction risk.

	(C). It lists invasive alien species threatening biodiversity; Extinct in the Wild (EW) is the highest risk category.

	(D). It ranks countries by environmental performance; Not Evaluated (NE) indicates greatest concern.



	CO5 
	BT1

	Nos.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer any FIVE out of EIGHT questions in 50 words each.                       (2 marks).
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q6
	Describe inner nature.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q7
	Identify the connection Marx draws between the exploitation of workers and the exploitation of the natural environment.
	CO2
	BT2

	Q8
	Describe the troposphere.
	CO3
	BT2

	Q9
	Analyse the environmental consequences of Large dam projects?
	CO5
	BT4

	Q10
	Illustrate how the Chipko Movement exemplifies Ramachandra Guha's concept of 'environmentalism of the poor.'
	CO5
	BT3

	Q11
	Define the nature of environmental sociology.
	CO1
	BT1

	Q12
	State the core principles of Deep Ecology as formulated by Arne Naess and Bill Devall.
	CO1
	BT2

	Q13
	State the meaning of 'environmental justice' and identify two social groups that disproportionately bear environmental health burdens.
	CO3
	BT2

	Nos.
	Part C: Short Essay Questions:  Answer all questions in not less than 300 words each, choosing among options given within each question. (6 marks).
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q14
	a. Analyse the role of the Human Exemptionalism Paradigm (HEP) and New Ecological Paradigm (NEP) in the development of environmental sociology.
OR
b. Analyse the importance of environmental sociology for understanding environmental governance, examining how social science contributes to policy design and implementation.
	CO1
	BT4

	Q15
	a. Explain the causes for the emergence of narmada bachao andolan and its environmental effects.
OR
b. Analyse the causes of the ozone hole, examining the chemical, meteorological, and human factors that contribute to its formation and seasonal variation.
	CO3
	BT2


BT4

	Q16
	a. Examine how a pharmaceutical company can legally access medicinal plant resources from a tribal community. 
OR
b. Describe the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and explain their relevance for developing countries like India.
	CO4
	BT4


BT2

	Q17
	a. Analyse the Silent Valley movement's organisational structure and strategies, examining how it built a coalition across scientific, cultural, and political constituencies.
OR
b. Analyse the Plachimada agitation's significance as a movement against corporate water privatisation, examining the legal, political, and environmental justice dimensions.
	CO5
	BT4

	Q18
	a. Compare Durkheim's concept of organic solidarity with mechanical solidarity, examining how each type relates differently to environmental behaviour.
OR
b. Apply Guha's framework of environmentalism of the poor to examine a contemporary resource conflict involving tribal communities in India.
	CO2
	BT4



BT3

	Nos.
	Part D: Essay: Answer all questions in not less than 2500 words each, choosing among the options given within each question.  15 marks.
	Course Outcome
	Bloom's Level

	Q19
	a. Evaluate the contributions of Dunlap and Catton to environmental sociology for understanding the human–environment relationship.
OR
b. Discuss in detail the social ecology of Radhakamal Mukherjee.
	CO2
	BT5

	Q20
	a. Analyse the existing institutional framework for environmental governance in India, examining the roles and limitations of the NGT, MoEFCC, State Pollution Control Boards, and civil society.
OR
b. Examine the water conservation initiatives taken in India with examples.
	CO4
	BT4
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